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Herding

Encyclopedic entry. Herding is the practice of caring for roaming groups of

livestock over a large area.
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Many animals naturally live and travel together in groups called herds.

Goats, sheep, and llamas, for instance, live in herds as a form of protection.

direction.

Predators such as lions, wolves, and coyotes pose major risks to domestic
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have been bred to respond to the whistle or other commands of the herder.

They keep a herd of sheep, goats, or cattle together. Herding dogs, such as

dogs, such as Great Pyrenees, have been bred to protect herds, usually
sheep and goats, from predators such as wolves and coyotes. In Africa,
livestock guardian dogs such as Anatolians protect domestic herds from lions

and cheetahs.

grasslands, while people cannot.

Nomadic Herding
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Ihere are several difterent types of herdlng. One of the most ancient forms

of herding is nomadic herding. Nomadic herders roam in small tribal or

and Europe.

In Africa, nomads herd cattle, goats, sheep, and camels. In the tundra, they
usually herd domesticated reindeer. Other animals managed by nomadic
herders include horses, musk-oxen, and yaks. For many nomads, their herds

provide meat, milk, and hides for their own use, as well as for trade.

and pressure from governments to lead a settled existence.
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Semi-Nomadic Herding

Semi-nomadic herders live a more settled life than nomads, but still follow
their herds for long periods of time. Millions of Mongolians, for example,
have been semi-nomadic herders for thousands of years. They traditionally

herd sheep, goats, horses, and Bactrian camels. Today, about a quarter of

Mongolia’s population continues to live a semi-nomadic herding lifestyle.

Semi-nomadic herders can be associated with invasions. The Mongol leader

grazing land. Today, some laws exist to protect the Sami and their rights to

use the land, but conflicts still exist.

Transhumance
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Another type ot herdlng IS called transhumance. Iranshumance herders

move between the same two locations, where they have permanent

settlements.

meters (6,562 feet).

Transhumance in the Alps actually involved three herding grounds. The
village floor, at the lowest elevation, was where livestock were kept
sheltered during the cold and snowy winter months. Shepherds led herds to
the middle pastures during the spring. During the summer and fall,
shepherds led sheep and cattle to the high alpine pastures, while pigs

stayed in the middle area.

Transhumance is still widely practiced throughout agricultural communities

in Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Italy, and Slovenia.

eastern Afghanistan, western China, and southern Tajikistan with their herds

of goats, yaks, and camels. They would spend their winters in the lower

summer.
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When China restricted 1ts borders to travelers, the KIrghIZ transhumance

herders lost the ability to summer in Chinese mountain valleys. While some

Afghanistan.

Ranches

raising livestock on a single, large tract of land. Ranches are common in
Australia and New Zealand, the western United States, Argentina, and Brazil.

Ranchers don’t migrate the way nomadic or transhumance herders do.

However, throughout most of the 1800s, ranchers in the United States set

still a part of ranching culture, but livestock now roam on private land.

Herding and Land Use
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modern SOC|ety. Permanent residence allows memibers of a communlty to

greater choice in their professional and personal lives.

However, the complex social structure of herding communities is lost as they

example, are almost entirely semi-nomadic and settled. Prior to the 20th
century, Bedouins were mostly nomads, herding sheep and goats. A series of
production in Egypt and Saudi Arabia further limited land available for

grazing.

More importantly, however, Bedouins sought a better standard of living.
Schools, health-care facilities, law enforcement, and social opportunities are

usually greater in settled areas than through herding lifestyles.

FAST FACT

Good Shepherds

Herders are traditional symbols for many religious traditions.

God, in the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim traditions, is referred to as the
Good Shepherd. These religions grew out of herding culture in the Levant,

where good shepherds were understood to keep their herds safe and
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One of the avatars of Krishna, an important Hindu deity, is Govinda.
Govinda is a cowherd, the traditional occupation of a young man. Govinda is
one of the youngest incarnations of Krishna, associated with love and

fertility.

The Ox Herder is a traditional Zen Buddhist parable. In it, the path to

spiritual enlightenment is compared to a herders search for his missing ox.

FAST FACT

Herd of Herds
Not all groups of animals are herds. Here are the group names of some

animals that are regularly herded.

FAST FACT

That'll Do, Pig

Unlike the fictional Babe, real pigs are not herding animals! The commands
used in the movie, however, are realistic. Here are some more:

"by", "come by" or "go by" = move clockwise around the herd—by the clock
"way" or "away" = move counter-clockwise around the herd

"look back" = return for a lost or missed animal

"that'll do" = stop work and return to the herder
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Audio & Video

National Geographic Channel: Birth of the Herding Dog

Beanijili: Working Sheepdogs in New Zealand

website

National Geographic News: Gene Study Traces Cattle Herding in Africa
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Agricultural Hunter-Gatherers
Communities

Hunter-gatherer cultures forage or
hunt food from their environment.
Often nomadic, this was the only way of
life for humans until about 12,000 yea...

Agricultural communities developed

approximately 10,000 years ago when
humans began to domesticate plants
and animals. By establishing...

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

National Geographic Headquarters
114517th Street NW
Washington, DC 20036

National Geographic Society
National Geographic Partners
News and Impact

Contact Us

Our Explorers
Our Projects

Resources for Educators

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/herding/



https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/resource-library-agricultural-communities
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/resource-library-hunter-gatherers
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/about-us/
https://www.nationalgeographicpartners.com/about/
https://blog.nationalgeographic.org/
https://support.nationalgeographic.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/find-explorers/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/events/

9/22/2023 herding

Technology and Innovation

Ways to Give
Apply for a Grant

Careers

DONATE

GET UPDATES

CONNECT

f v @ O

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/herding/ 12/12


https://give.nationalgeographic.org/page/49060/donate/1
https://give.nationalgeographic.org/page/49156/subscribe/1
https://www.facebook.com/InsideNatGeo/
https://twitter.com/InsideNatGeo/
https://www.instagram.com/insidenatgeo/
https://www.youtube.com/insidenatgeo/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/privacy-notice/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/sustainability-policy/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/terms-of-service/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/ethics/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/events/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/labs/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/give/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/funding-opportunities/grants/
https://www.nationalgeographicpartners.com/careers/

