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Pterosaur Species
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Quetzalcoatlus northropi

 
Tapejara wellnhoferi

Dsungaripterus weii

71 million years 
ago (mya)
11 meters (36 feet)
•	 powerful	 

flapping,	agile
•	 spent	some	time	

on	the	ground

92 mya
5.5 meters (18 feet)
•	 powerful	 

flapping,	agile

99 mya
2.7 meters (9 feet)
•	 flapping,	agile

Shoulder,	wing,	 
and	tail:
•	 fixed	shoulder	
•	 long	palm	
•	 broad	wings	
•	 no	tail
Skull:
•	 toothless
•	 small	crest	at	

back

Shoulder,	wing,	 
and	tail:
•	 fixed	shoulder	
•	 long	palm
•	 broad	wings
•	 no	tail
Skull:
•	 toothless
•	 large	crest,	 

forward	and	up

Shoulder,	wing,	 
and	tail:
•	 fixed	shoulder
•	 long	palm
•	 narrow	wings
•	 no	tail
Skull:
•	 blunt	teeth
•	 pointed	snout	
•	 low	crest	at	back

Found	in	United	
States
•	 inland,	alluvial	

fans	and	streams
•	 semi-arid	 

mountain	basin

Found	in	Brazil
•	 inland	lakes	and	

streams

Found	in	China
•	 inland	streams	

and	lakes	in	
mountain	basin

 Species Age, Wingspan,  Anatomy Habitat
  and Flight Type

Evaluate	these	descriptions,	which	are	based	on	current	fossil	research	by	paleontologists.
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Pterosaur Species, continued
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Pterodaustro quinazui

Darwinopterus modularis

Dimorphodon macronyx

108 mya
1.4 meters (4.5 feet)
•	 flapping,	agile

160 mya
1 meter (3.3 feet)
•	 flapping

200 mya
1 meter (3.3 feet)
•	 gliding,	flapping

Shoulder,	wing,	 
and	tail:
•	 fixed	shoulder
•	 long	palm
•	 narrow	wings
•	 no	tail
Skull:
•	 fibrous	teeth
•	 upturned	snout
•	 no	crest

Shoulder,	wing,	 
and	tail:
•	 fixed	shoulder
•	 long	palm
•	 narrow	wings
•	 short	tail
Skull
•	 long,	conical	

teeth
•	 long	snout
•	 low	crest	in	

middle

Shoulder,	wing,	 
and	tail:
•	 loose	shoulder
•	 short	palm
•	 narrow	wings
•	 long	tail	with	

vane
Skull:
•	 long,	conical	

teeth
•	 long	snout
•	 no	crest

Found	in	 
Argentina
•	 inland,	alluvial	

fans,	streams	
and	lakes	in	
mountain	basins

Found	in	China
•	 inland,	volcanic	

lowlands

Found	in	United	
Kingdom
•	 marine

 Species Age, Wingspan,  Anatomy Habitat
  and Flight Type
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