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Opinion Statement Rubric
Use the following rubric to assess each student’s opinion statement assignment on the criteria of statement of purpose (opinion), 
adherence to all three questions in the writing prompt, as well as general writing skills like logic and organization.

Criteria Developing Approaching Met

Statement of purpose The statement does not 
express a clearly defined 
opinion and has minimal 
support for the claim.

The statement attempts to 
establish a claim and provides 
supporting statements that 
could be better articulated.

The statement contains a clear 
statement of opinion and uses 
logical and relevant reasoning 
to support the claim.

Adherence to writing prompt The statement does not address 
at least two questions in the 
writing prompt and/or fails to 
connect them to the opinion.

The statement addresses at 
least two of the questions in 
the prompt and attempts to 
make connections.

The statement clearly 
addresses all three questions 
in the prompt and provides 
explanations for each answer.

Focus and organization The statement lacks focus 
or a logical progression of 
ideas. It may be too brief to 
demonstrate structure. It does 
not contain an introduction or 
conclusion.

The statement attempts to use 
an organizational structure. 
It uses simple language that 
sometimes lacks clarity. It 
provides a weak concluding 
statement.

The statement exhibits a 
logical progression of ideas 
from beginning to end. It 
contains strong introduction 
and conclusion statements.
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