ORIGINS OF NEW YORK PLACE NAMES WORKSHEET

NaME DATE

First, select five different colors and add the colors to the map legend as unique identifiers for
each group. Then use the “Origins of New York Place Names” handout to mark the place

names on the map Wlth the correct COIOI‘S frorn the legend.
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ORIGINS OF NEW YORK PLACE NAMES HANDOUT

NaME

DATE

Amsterdam Avenue

Read the information about New York place names and origins in the chart below. Then use

the information to complete the worksheet “Map the Origins of New York Place Names.”

PLACE NAME ORIGIN

Amsterdam, a city in the Netherlands

Bergen Street

Hans Hansen Bergen, Dutch settler originally from Norway

Bowery Bouwerij, Dutch for “farm”

Brooklyn Breukelen, a town in the Netherlands

Bronx Jonas Bronck, Dutch settler originally from Sweden
Bushwick Boswyck, Dutch for “woods district”

Canarsie Canarsee Indians. The name means “long small grasses.”
Coney Island Conyne Eylandt, Dutch for “rabbit island”

Cortelyou Road Jacques Cortelyou, a Walloon settler

Fresh Kills Kil, Dutch for stream or river

Gramercy Krom-marisje, Dutch for crooked marsh

Gravesend Graveszand, a town in the Netherlands

Greenwich Village Greenwyck, Dutch for “pine area”

Gowanus Bay

Delaware Indian name meaning “the sleeper”

Harlem Haarlem, a town in the Netherlands
Jamaica Indian name meaning “beaver”
Long Island Lange Eylandt, Dutch for “long island”
The Manhattan Indians. The name means “hilly island” or “place where wood is
Manhattan .
gathered for bows and arrows.
Maspeth Delaware Indian name meaning “great brook”
Midwood Midwout, Dutch for “middle woods”

Minetta Street

Indian name meaning “wooded swamp”

New Dorp

Nieuw Dorp, Dutch for “new village”

New Utrecht

Utrecht, a town in the Netherlands

Raritan Bay

The Raritan Indians. The name means “a point on a tidal river.”

Rikers Island

Abraham Rycken, an early Dutch settler

Rockaway Peninsula

The Rockaway Indians. The name means “sandy place.”

Stuyvesant Street

Peter Stuyvesant, Dutch Director General

Wallabout Bay

“Waalen Boogt,” Dutch for “Walloon’s Curve”

Yonkers

Adriaen Van der Donck, Dutch settler known as Jonker (the gentleman)
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