EXPLORATION #4:
Vertebrates

Look for birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, or fish—if there is a pond or creek around your
natural space. You can also look for evidence, such as tracks, food scraps, or scat. (Hint: Use
the “Characteristics” on the next page for help with the Group column.)

Group
(bird, mammal,
reptile, amphibian,
fish)

Animal, or Evidence Number Behaviors
(describe or sketch) (or estimate) Observed




Characteristics

Amphibians Reptiles
¢ Cold-blooded e Cold-blooded

e Begin their lives in the water. + Covered in scales
As they grow, most develop lungs

, * Examples: snakes,
and legs and live on land. P

lizards, alligators,
¢ Examples: frogs, toads turtles
salamanders

Mammals Birds

e Warm-blooded ¢ Have feathers
e Covered in fur * Lay eggs

» Give birth to live young » Warm-blooded

» Examples: bears, cats, humans * Examples: ostriches,

robins, penguins
Think About It

Some animals hide when people are near. If you were an animal, where would you hide?

Animals live in habitats. The habitat is a place that has what the animal needs to survive.
Choose an animal that you observed. Describe how this habitat meets the animal’s need for

* Water

Weather Report _| sunny I rainy _lother:

_| cloudy _ I snowy temperature:




