THE JOURNAL ENTRIES OF ROBERT JUET ON THE HALF MOON

September 11
“The eleventh was faire and very hot weather. At one o’clock in the
afternoon, we weighed and went into the River, the wind at South
Southwest. Our soundings were seven, six, five, six, seven, eight,
nine, ten, twelve, thirteen, and fourteen fathoms. Then it shoaled
again, and came to five fathoms. Then we anchored, and saw that

it was a very good Harbour for all winds, and rode all night. The
people of the Country came aboard of us, making show of love, and
gave us Tobacco and Indian Wheat, and departed for that night; but

we durst not trust them.”

September 12

“The twelfth, very faire and hot. In the afternoon at two o’clock

we weighed, the wind being variable, between the North and the
Northwest. So we turned into the River two leagues and Anchored.
This morning at our first rode in the River, there came eight and
twenty Canoes full of men, women and children to betray us: but we
saw their intent, and suffered none of them to come aboard of us. At
twelve o’clock they departed. They brought with them Oysters and
Beans, whereof we bought some. They have great Tobacco pipes of
yellow Copper, and Pots of Earth to dress their meat in. It floweth
Southeast by South within.”

September 13
“The thirteenth, faire weather, the wind Northerly. At seven o’clock
in the morning, as the floud came we weighed, and turned four miles
into the River. The tide being done we anchored. Then there came
four Canoes aboard: but we suffered none of them to come into
our ship. They brought great store of very good Oysters aboard,
which we bought for trifles. In the night I set the variation of the
Compass, and found it to be 13 degrees. In the afternoon we weighed,
and turned in with the floud, two leagues and a half further, and
anchored all night, and had five fathoms soft
Ozie ground, and
had an high point of
Land, which shewed
out to us, bearing
North by East five
leagues off us.”

HANDOUT

September 14
“The fourteenth, in the morning
being very faire weather, the
wind Southeast, we sailed up
the River twelve leagues, and
had five fathoms, and five
fathoms and a quarter less; and
came to a Straight between
two Points and had eight,

nine, and ten fathoms: and it
trended Northeast by North,
one league: and we had

twelve, thirteen and fourteen
fathoms. The River is a mile
broad: there is very high Land on
both sides. Then we went up Northwest, a league and an half

deep water. Then Northeast by North five miles; then Northwest
by North two leagues, and anchored. The Land grew very high and
Mountainous. The River is full of fish.”

September 15

“The fifteenth, in the morning was misty until the Sun arose: then

it cleared. So we weighed with the wind at South, and ran up into
the River twenty leagues, passing by high Mountains. We had a
very good depth, as six, seven, eight, nine, ten, twelve, and thirteen
fathoms, and great store of Salmon in the River. This morning our
two Savages got out of a Port and swam away. After we were under
sail, they called to us in scorn. At night we came to other Mountains,
which lie from the Rivers side. There we found very loving people,
and very old men: where we were well used. Our Boat went to fish,
and caught great store of very good fish.”

Adapted from the New Netherlands Museum/Half Moon text/translation, copyright 2006

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

educatien

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

“

Teaching the
HUDSON VALLEY

© 2010 National Geographic Society



www.natgeoed.org

THE JOURNAL ENTRIES OF ROBERT JUET ON THE HALF MOON

September 16
“The sixteenth, faire and very hot weather. In the morning our
Boat went again to fishing, but could catch but few, by reason
their Canoes had been there all night. This morning the people
came aboard, and brought us ears of Indian Corn, and Pompions,
and Tabacco: which we bought for trifles. We rode still all day,
and filled fresh water; at night we weighed and went two leagues
higher, and had shoaled water: so we anchored till day.”

September 17

“The seventeenth, faire Sun-shining weather, and very hot.
In the morning as soon as the Sun was up, we set sail, and ran
up six leagues higher, and found shoals in the middle of the
channel, and small Islands, but seven fathoms water on both
sides. Toward night we borrowed so near the shore, that we
grounded: so we laid out our small anchor, and heaved off
again. Then we borrowed on the bank in the channel, and
came aground again; while the floud ran we heaved off again,
and anchored all night.”

September 18

“The eighteenth, in the morning was faire weather, and
we rode still. In the afternoon our Masters Mate went on
land with an old Savage, a Governor of the Country; who

carried him to his house, and made him good cheer.”

September 19

“The nineteenth, was faire and hot weather: at the floud
being near eleven o’clock, we weighed, and ran higher up two leagues
above the Shoals, and had no less water than five fathoms: we
anchored, and rode in eight fathoms. The people of the Country came
flocking aboard, and brought us Grapes, and Pompions, which wee
bought for trifles. And many brought us Beavers skins, and Otters
skins, which we bought for Beads, Knives, and Hatchets. So we rode
there all night.”

HANDOUT

Adapted from the New Netherlands Museum/Half Moon text/translation, copyright 2006
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