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Planet Investigation

Analyze the data in the handout Environmental Conditions in Our Solar System. Use it to answer the
following questions.

1. Which three planets are the hottest?

2. Which three planets are the coldest?

3. Which two planets have wind speeds over 1,000 miles per hour (mph)?

4. Compare environmental conditions on Mercury and Venus. Why would Mercury’s temperatures
be so cold (-330 F) even though it’s so close to the sun?

5. What wild weather events can you imagine that could be possible on these planets? Explain.

6. Choose four planets, moons, or Pluto (a dwarf planet). What weather events do you imagine or
suspect might occur on each of the four? Give one or two facts to support your weather event
suggestion for each planet.
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