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The heart of Amazoniais its vast rivers and forests, home to thousands ofplant and animal
species. Theyalle istin ig ...d.h lved over i fyears—abalance FOREST
that'si d activity. As the forest STRATA

diminishes, so does its ability to serve as a massive carbon warehouse for the world.

Vital and Fragile

res
e e
oo ingh
PN )
16,000 2500 BIRTH OF A RIVER auercaomoey
P 2% As tectonic plates shifted ”  transformi i Aer o
KNOWN SPECIES KNOWN SPECIES rainage basine. The east flowing Amazon Fiver thetwe know today ook shape 105 millon . clans ko kapok and
Zai g > 3 ¢ ] e A Brazil nut—can reach
< 'years ago. The river and its tributaries now flow through three major types of forest. In two. ' < Bertholletia excelsa
ofthem, Igapo and vérze, therivers can be divided ino three types black, clear, and white
TANIC o piackwATER - cueanwaTeR o~ wHTEWATER
P
W of Arazaiss
water st
PR Vi o ihe s ow

THREE MAIN TYPES OF RAIN FOREST

Half the world's tropical rain forests are found in Ammm-. and more than three-fourths of the
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inches of rain fall every year. Three major types unlst—mapd vrzea, and terra firme~flourish here. R, |Evagoration
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Laced with cloar- and black-water rivers, igap6 forests aro ‘White-water rivers flood vrzea forests for up to 230 day WATER AND NUTRIENT CYCLE re located at a higher elevation than

i ot ayear. When water levels are high, nutrient-rich sediments Inal three types of forest Igapd and vérzea forests. There'sltte seasonal flooding
half the year. Some plants have adapted by growing aerial build up, creating fertle ground. Many rivers and lakes in but plenty of hospitable habitat forland animas. Veined
roots above the flood line. Others hold on to their loaves, y floating by small streams, these forests—generally the densest
continuing photosynthesis underwater despite the low light. habitat and food for fish and other animals.

nthe Amazon—contain the region's tallst trees.
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‘and snakes. The plants'long aerial roots pull nutrents from the alr.
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FLOODING. Predators, including
jaguars, hunt amid
or maller troes and
clear undorbrush.
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Indigenous people
gather Brazi nuts.
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