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Protected Land Areas

Students discuss protected land areas, what it means to protect land, and the reasons for

doing it. Then students brainstorm what information about protected lands and animals

would be useful to include on a map.

G R A D E S

3 - 5

S U B J E C T S

Geography, Human Geography, Physical Geography

OVERVIEW

Students discuss protected land areas, what it means to protect land, and the reasons for

doing it. Then students brainstorm what information about protected lands and animals

would be useful to include on a map.

Program

DIRECTIONS

1. Discuss wildlife and the protected places wildlife can be found. 

Ask students what animals they have seen, heard, or heard about that are living in the wild

near their community. Ask: Where are these animals? In a backyard, park, or other protected

For the complete activity with media resources, visit:

http://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/protected-land-areas/

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/resource-library/
http://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/protected-land-areas/


place? Explain that people often create places where wild animals can find food, water,

shelter, and space—things animals need to survive. These places are wilderness areas, parks,

preserves, and often backyards. Ask: Why do you think people want these places to be

protected?  

2. Discuss what it means to protect land. 

Tell students that protected land is an area of land that has been legally set aside so it can be

kept safe from harm. Have students brainstorm what things might be protected in a

protected land area, such as animal life, plant life, natural resources, and cultural resources.

Invite volunteers to identify at least one piece of protected land in your local area, such as a

park, and describe what is protected in that specific place. 

3. Discuss why people protect certain land areas. 

Discuss with students why it’s important to protect certain land areas. Elicit responses from

students such as:

to keep places looking beautiful

to keep humans from building on land or harming it

to protect natural resources such as water and plants

to provide food, water, shelter, and space for wildlife

4. Have students brainstorm what information about protected lands or animals might be

useful on a map. 

Explain to students that sometimes reading information in a chart or text is helpful. But if the

chart or text includes places, it can be even more useful to read the information on a map. Ask

students to brainstorm what types of information about protected lands or animals they

might want to see on a map. Prompt them to think of possibilities such as where certain

animals live and their ranges, or how far they move.

OB JECTIVES

Subjects & Disciplines
Geography

Human Geography

Physical Geography

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/geography/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/encyclopedia/geography/?ar_a=1


Learning Objectives
Students will:

describe wildlife and examples of protected lands in their local area

explain what protected land areas are and why people protect them

identify types of information about protected lands and animals that are useful on a map

Teaching Approach
Learning-for-use

Teaching Methods
Brainstorming

Discussions

Skills Summary
This activity targets the following skills:

Critical Thinking Skills

Understanding

Geographic Skills

Acquiring Geographic Information

National Standards, Principles, and Practices
NAT I O NAL  G EO G R APH Y  S TANDAR D S

• Standard 3: 

How to analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on Earth&#39;s

surface

Preparation

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/geographic-skills/2/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/standards/national-geography-standards/3/


What You’ll Need

M AT ER I AL S  YO U  PROVI D E

Paper

Pencils

Pens

R EQ U I R ED  T EC H NO LO GY

Internet Access: Optional

PH YS I C AL  S PAC E

Classroom

G RO U PI NG

Large-group instruction

B ACKG ROUND & VOCAB ULARY

Background Information
A protected land area is an area designated as important and protected because of its

biological diversity and natural or cultural resources. The level of protection varies. Examples

of protected land areas include nature reserves, wilderness areas, national parks, and natural

monuments. Protected land areas face threats such as pollution, climate change, and the

human impact of tourism or development.

Prior Knowledge
[]

Recommended Prior Activities
None

Vocabulary



Term Part of Speech Definition

protected land areanoun area where development projects are controlled or limited.

For Further Exploration

Websites

IUCN: World Commission on Protected Areas

World Database on Protected Areas
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