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Rescuing, Relocating, and Rehabilitating Wildlife

Students read about oil spills and the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill. They geo-locate the

Deepwater Horizon  spill and use a diagram to investigate the diversity of flora and fauna in

the Gulf of Mexico. Then students discuss how oil adversely affects wildlife, watch a video and

read an article about wildlife relocation, and discuss the ethics and possible environmental

repercussions of animal relocation.

G R A D E S

9 - 12+

S U B J E C T S

Biology, Earth Science, Oceanography, English Language Arts, Geography, Physical Geography

C O N T E N T S

3 PDFs, 1 Video, 1 Link

OVERVIEW

Students read about oil spills and the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill. They geo-locate the

Deepwater Horizon  spill and use a diagram to investigate the diversity of flora and fauna in

the Gulf of Mexico. Then students discuss how oil adversely affects wildlife, watch a video and

read an article about wildlife relocation, and discuss the ethics and possible environmental

repercussions of animal relocation.

DIRECTIONS

1. Build background about the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill.

For the complete activity with media resources, visit:

http://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/rescuing-relocating-and-rehabilitating-wildlife/

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/resource-library/
http://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/rescuing-relocating-and-rehabilitating-wildlife/


Distribute the handout Oil Spills in Marine Environments for independent or small-group

reading. Answer any questions students may have about the information.

2. Discuss biodiversity and habitats in the Gulf of Mexico.

Download and show students the Layers of Life diagram that accompanies the map, Gulf of

Mexico: A Geography of Offshore Oil, from the October 2010 issue of National Geographic

magazine. Explain that the Gulf of Mexico is home to many species of plants and animals and

that many organisms found within Gulf of Mexico ecosystems were adversely affected by the

oil spill. Ask: What are the different types of ecosystems found within the Gulf of Mexico that

may have been affected by the spill? What animal and plant life was affected by the spill? Tell

students that cleanup crews worked to rescue, rehabilitate, and occasionally relocate affected

wildlife.

3. Watch a video about sea turtle relocation.

Have students watch the National Geographic video about sea turtles and the oil spill: “Gulf

Turtle Eggs Relocated.” As they watch, ask them to record the names of specific locations they

hear mentioned in the video, and jot notes on what happened at these locations. Then have

students use the map Gulf of Mexico: A Geography of Offshore Oil to find some of those

locations. For example, students should be able to find the place where loggerhead turtle

eggs were relocated from and the place the kemps ridley sea turtles were relocated to and

released from. If students have difficulty, tell them that Gulf Shores, Alabama, is located by

Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge, and point out the Canaveral National Seashore. Ask:

What reasons were given to justify why it was an appropriate strategy to relocate turtles to

the Atlantic coast? What is the likely outcome for young turtles that were not relocated from

the Gulf coast to the Atlantic coast around this time?

4. Read about oiled birds.

Have students read the National Geographic News article “Oil-Coated Gulf Birds Better Off

Dead?” Answer any questions they may have about the reading.



5. Have a class discussion about care for impacted wildlife.

Have a group discussion or debate about the pros and cons of rescuing, rehabilitating, and

relocating wildlife. Use the following questions to prompt students to synthesize what they

have learned, and also to discuss their opinions:

Do you think it is humane to try to rehabilitate these animals? Why or why not? 

Do you think it is our responsibility to try to help wildlife when humans are the source of

the problem? Why or why not? 

Ask each student to use the discussion points to write a persuasive essay that answers the

guiding question: After oil spills, should humans rescue, rehabilitate, and/or relocate wildlife?

Students should support their argument with facts they learned over the course of the

activity.

Informal Assessment
Assess students’ persuasive essays based on organization, content, and voice.

 

Extending the Learning
Have students track migrating sea turtles that are radio tagged on the Sea Turtle

Conservancy website to see turtle migration in action.

 

OB JECTIVES

Subjects & Disciplines
Biology

Earth Science

Oceanography

English Language Arts

Geography

Physical Geography

http://www.conserveturtles.org/satelliteturtles.php
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/oceanography/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/encyclopedia/geography/?ar_a=1


Learning Objectives
Students will:

explain why oil is a threat to marine organisms, such as sea turtles

use a map to locate sites of turtle nesting and relocation

discuss human responsibility and the ethics of rescuing and relocating wildlife

discuss the pros and cons of rescuing and relocating wildlife for the individual organism,

the species, and the ecosystem

Teaching Approach
Learning-for-use

Teaching Methods
Discussions

Multimedia instruction

Reading

Reflection

Skills Summary
This activity targets the following skills:

Critical Thinking Skills

Analyzing

Evaluating

Understanding

Geographic Skills

Acquiring Geographic Information

Analyzing Geographic Information

National Standards, Principles, and Practices

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/geographic-skills/2/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/geographic-skills/4


NAT I O NAL  C O U NC I L  F O R  S O C I AL  S T U D I ES  C U R R I C U LUM

S TANDAR D S

• Theme 3: 

People, Places, and Environments

NAT I O NAL  G EO G R APH Y  S TANDAR D S

• Standard 14: 

How human actions modify the physical environment

NAT I O NAL  S C I ENC E ED U C AT I O N S TANDAR D S

• (9-12) Standard F-3: 

Natural resources

• (9-12) Standard F-4: 

Environmental quality

O C EAN L I T ER AC Y  ES S ENT I AL  PR I NC I PL ES  AND  F U NDAM ENTAL

C O NC EPT S

• Principle 6e: 

Humans affect the ocean in a variety of ways. Laws, regulations and resource management

affect what is taken out and put into the ocean. Human development and activity leads to

pollution (such as point source, non-point source, and noise pollution) and physical

modifications (such as changes to beaches, shores and rivers). In addition, humans have

removed most of the large vertebrates from the ocean.

Preparation

What You’ll Need

M AT ER I AL S  YO U  PROVI D E

Pencils

Writing paper

R EQ U I R ED  T EC H NO LO GY

http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands#III
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/standards/national-geography-standards/14/
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=4962&page=193
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=4962&page=193
http://oceanliteracy.wp2.coexploration.org/?page_id=1527


Internet Access: Optional

Tech Setup: 1 computer per classroom, Projector, Speakers

PH YS I C AL  S PAC E

Classroom

G RO U PI NG

Large-group instruction

B ACKG ROUND & VOCAB ULARY

Background Information
Our increasing reliance on oil and petroleum products has resulted in multiple marine oil spills

at offshore drilling sites and from transport vessels. Oil spills are detrimental to the health of

marine environments and marine organisms. After environmental disasters like the Deepwater

Horizon  oil spill, scientists and volunteers rescue, rehabilitate, release, and sometimes relocate

affected wildlife. Sea turtles and oiled birds are two of the most common animals that are

rescued. Scientists relocate organisms to prevent future contamination of individuals and to

help preserve a species.

 

Prior Knowledge
[]

Recommended Prior Activities
None

Vocabulary

Term
Part of

Speech
Definition

animal

migration
noun

process where a community of animals leaves a habitat for part of the year

or part of their lives, and moves to habitats that are more hospitable.



Term
Part of

Speech
Definition

biodiversitynoun all the different kinds of living organisms within a given area.

habitat noun
environment where an organism lives throughout the year or for shorter

periods of time.

oil spill noun
accidental release of petroleum products into a body of water, either by an

oil tanker or an offshore oil rig.

organism noun living or once-living thing.

species noun group of similar organisms that can reproduce with each other.

wildlife noun organisms living in a natural environment.

For Further Exploration

Articles & Profiles

National Geographic News: Gulf Oil Spill Anniversary: Resilience Amid Unknowns

Interactives

National Geographic Magazine: Interactive—Layers of Life

National Geographic Magazine: Interactive Map—The Geography of Offshore Oil

Websites

National Geographic Environment: The Ocean

National Geographic Environment: The Ocean—Gulf Oil Spill

National Geographic Animals

FUNDER
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https://www.nationalgeographic.com/news/2011/4/110420-gulf-oil-spill-anniversary-year-later-science-nation-environment/
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010/10/gulf-oil-spill/gulf-life-interactive
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010/10/gulf-oil-spill/gulf-map-interactive
http://ocean.nationalgeographic.com/
http://ocean.nationalgeographic.com/ocean/critical-issues/gulf-oil-spill/
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/

