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Water Use for Electricity Rubric

Criteria

Water 
Availability 
Information

 
 
Trade-Offs 
Addressed

 
 
 
Additional 
Factors to 
Consider

Developing

The recommendation does not 
refer to freshwater availability 
information, or it refers to 
incorrect information.

 
The recommendation 
addresses one or no trade-offs 
between advantages of the 
energy resource and its impact 
on freshwater.

The recommendation addresses 
one or fewer additional factors 
besides water to consider 
when evaluating the use of this 
energy resource in this location.

Approaching

The recommendation references 
freshwater availability information 
but does not fully explain how this 
information was considered in the 
recommendation.

The recommendation describes 
only two trade-offs between 
advantages of the energy resource 
and its impact on freshwater.

 
The recommendation addresses 
only two additional factors besides 
water to consider when evaluating 
the use of this energy resource in 
this location.

Meets

The recommendation clearly explains 
how accurate information about 
freshwater availability was considered.

 
 
The recommendation describes 
at least three trade-offs between 
advantages of the energy resource 
and its impact on freshwater.

 
The recommendation addresses at 
least three additional factors besides 
water to consider when evaluating 
the use of this energy resource in this 
location.
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