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Look closely at the map and read the notes below it. Then circle the letter at 
the location where you think a settlement was most likely to develop. You can 
place an X instead of circling a letter if you think another location is a better site 
selection. Write the reasons for your choices on the back of this worksheet.  

Notes
• In 1860, the presence of a railroad was important in selecting sites for new settlements. 

Technological developments greatly influenced the site-selection process.

• The junction of a river and a railroad would offer a budding town the advantages of two forms of 
transportation to connect the site with other locations. Site A, therefore, appears to be an excellent 
site for a town.

• Sites B and C have locations on the river but are not near the railroad. It is possible that the river 
might gradually change course and run directly from C to A. If that happened, site B would no 
longer be on the bank of the river. 

• Site C appears to be more accessible by land than B because it has water only on one side.  
Site B has water on three sides.

• Site D appears less desirable than A because it is farther from the river, although it is on the 
railroad line.

www.natgeoed.org

