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Site Map: 1910
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On the back of this worksheet or another sheet of paper, write a paragraph 
about each site indicating factors that make it a good selection and factors that 
make it not a good selection. Then rank sites A, B, C, and D from first choice to 
last choice for a town settlement.   

Notes
•	 Railroads were still very important in 1910. In the mountainous area shown, site D appears 

inaccessible compared with the other alternatives. If valuable minerals were to be exploited there, 
however, a railroad or road to site D would be needed. 

•	 Site A is at a river junction—a type of location more highly valued before the coming of the 
railroads.

•	 Sites B and C are both likely choices. It is probably wise to assume that the river is not navigable 
in this area and may instead be a rapidly moving stream. If this is the case, site C would be the 
most likely place for a settlement, provided freshwater is available there. It is at the junction of the 
two railroads. If water is not obtainable at site C, then site B might be more advantageous.
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