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Site Map: 1890
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Look closely at the map and read the notes below it. Then circle the letter at 
the location where you think a settlement was most likely to develop. You can 
place an X instead of circling a letter if you think another location is a better site 
selection. Write the reasons for your choices on the back of this worksheet.  

Notes
• Many small towns got their start in the late 1800s in agricultural areas and grew to become service 

centers for the farming population. Good transportation connections were important to farmers 
and suppliers. This might lead to the decision that site D is a less likely place for a town than sites 
A, B, or C, since the map suggests that A, B, and C are on more heavily traveled roads.

• Site A might be a good location for a town because of its location at the intersection of two heavily 
traveled roads.

• When considering a site in this example, keep in mind that by 1890, transportation routes were 
not the only criteria for the growth of towns. In many areas, increasing industrialization led to the 
establishment of factories in what had been purely farming communities.
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