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Look closely at the map and read the notes below it. Then circle the letter at 
the location where you think a settlement was most likely to develop. Write the 
reasons for your choices on the back of this worksheet.

Notes
• Site A may appear to be the most likely location for a town. It is protected from ocean waves and 

has access to two waterways into the interior of the country. It also appears to be less vulnerable 
to attack from the ocean than site B.

• Site B has ready access to the ocean but may be vulnerable to high winds and storm waves.

• Site C would be a questionable choice if the settlers thought their community would grow. 
However, site C might have merit if they thought it would be defensible against attack by Native 
Americans. (Notice that this map very roughly resembles New York City, with site C in a position 
comparable to the borough of Manhattan.)

• Site D appears to be relatively inaccessible.

• When considering this map, keep in mind the importance of water transportation in 1800.
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