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Debate Rubric
Use this rubric to assess students’ performance in the debate.

Feedback: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Criteria

The stakeholder position is 
presented effectively.

 
Questions are answered 
from the viewpoint of the 
stakeholder.

Information is given with 
appropriate use of notes, 
eye contact, clarity, and 
volume.

Developing

The stakeholder’s position 
is not presented effectively 
due to factors such as lack of 
organization or clarity.

 
Questions are rarely 
answered from the viewpoint 
of the stakeholder.

Notes are relied upon too 
heavily, little eye contact 
is made, and/or the clarity 
and volume of voice is 
inappropriate.

Approaching

The stakeholder’s position 
is presented somewhat 
effectively; the position can 
be understood but could be 
better organized.

Questions are sometimes 
answered from the viewpoint 
of the stakeholder.

Notes are sometimes relied 
upon too heavily; appropriate 
eye contact is sometimes 
maintained; the clarity and 
volume of voice is sometimes 
appropriate.

Met

The stakeholder’s position 
is clearly and effectively 
presented; it is well 
organized, clearly worded, 
and unambiguous.

Questions are always 
answered from the viewpoint 
of the stakeholder.

Notes are used minimally; 
appropriate eye contact and 
clarity and volume of voice 
are used throughout the 
presentation.
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