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Crown of Thorns feed on living coral tissue. 

Fertilizers containing nitrates and manure are used to promote sugar cane growth.

Coral cover is dramatically reduced.

Water runs off the land into creeks, rivers, and into the Great Barrier Reef. 

Algae are consumed by Crown of Thorns larvae.

Tropical storms and heavy rains occur. 

Algae growth is stimulated by nitrogen derived from fertilizer and manure.

Sugar cane is planted.

Decreased coral cover disrupts the entire Great Barrier Reef coral system.

Crown of  Thorns larvae grow rapidly and settle.

START: Sugar cane production

END: Great Barrier Reef

Part 2   

After watching Act 5 of  “Troubled Waters”  from Strange Days, number the statements below from 1–10 in the order in which you think 
they occur.  

Part 1   

Using the lines of latitude and 
longitude on the map, make a point 
at each of the following locations: 

•  Latitude 11° south, longitude 144° 
east

•  Latitude 22° south, longitude 152° 
east

Draw a line between the two points. 
This shows you the approximate 
location and extent of the Great 
Barrier Reef. (It covers some 115,830 
square miles [300,000 square 
kilometers] and is visible from space.)

Find Queensland, identified on the 
map, in the northeastern part of 
Australia. This is the region where 
sugar cane is grown. 

Sugar Cane and the Great Barrier Reef
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