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The world’s deepest offshore
well, the Tiber well (art, above)
reaches nearly six miles below
the Gulf’s seafloor. Not yet
operational, it was drilled in

late 2009 by the rig Deepwater
Horizon, which was destroyed
months later drilling the
Macondo well. Other record
holders in the Gulf: The float-
ing production platform Perdido
operates in the deepest water—
8,000 feet—and the Petronius
tower, the tallest fixed platform,
stands in 1,754 feet of water.

Veracruz?

recovered, but three-inch-thick
tar mats remain in some lagoons.
Ixtoc | ranked as the world’s larg-
est accidental marine spill until it
was surpassed by Macondo.
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