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NPR Science Friday: “Ocean Priorities”  
Anticipation/Reaction Guide

Answer the following questions. 

Statement

1. Increased atmospheric carbon contributes to climate change 
and ocean acidification. 

2. The amount of coral reef habitats throughout the world is 
increasing. 

3. Due to overfishing, humans have depleted many ocean 
fisheries to the point that they may not recover. 

4. Through coastal development humans have destroyed 
important habitats. This contributes to decreased water 
quality and increased storm damage.

5. Humans use most ocean resources (fish, habitats, sea water, 
oil) in a sustainable way—meaning that without harming the 
environment, there will be enough ocean resources to meet 
human needs now and in the future.

6. Throughout the ocean there are already enough marine 
protected areas.

7. Research has allowed scientists to discover and explore 
almost all of the habitats and creatures of the world ocean.

8. Ocean protection and management strategies are only 
important for people living near the ocean. 
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