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Detours and Distractions: How Humans Impact Migration Patterns
Duration: two weeks (13.5 instructional hours)

Driving Question: How can we help solve the problems faced by animals on the move?

Lesson 1: 
 

Making Sense of Migration
Why and how do animals migrate? 

Activity 1:
Collision! Human Impacts on Animal 

Migration
(50 mins)

Activity 2:
Why and How Animals Migrate

(50 mins) 

Activity 3: 
Tracking Animal Migration

(50 mins)

Activity 4: 
Create an Animal Migration Map

(80 mins)

Lesson 2: 

Animal Migrations and Their 
Ecosystems

How do animals impact and interact 
with the ecosystems they migrate 

through?

Activity 1:
Interactions Among Organisms in 

Ecosystems
(100 mins)

Activity 2:
Create an Ecosystem Map Layer

(80 mins)
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PBL Unit Product
Student groups will create a multilayered map project that shows a focal animal’s migration pattern, how their animal’s migration interacts with tis ecosystem(s), 

human impacts on their animal’s migration, and recommended solutions to mitigate the human impacts. Students conclude this unit by presenting their map and an 
evidence-based argument to convince stakeholders to approve a specific solution that could mitigate human impacts on their animal’s migration. 

Lesson 3: 

Interrupted Migrations: Impacts 
and Solutions 

How are humans impacting 
migration, and how can we help?

Activity 1:
Exploring Solutions to Human Impacts 

on Animal Migration
 (50 mins)

Activity 2:
Create a Human Impacts Map Layer

(80 mins)

 Activity 3:
Taking a Stand Against Human Impacts 

on Animal Migration
(150 mins)


