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Engaging in the Fight Against Extinction 
Duration: Two weeks (10 instructional hours)

Driving Question: How can we, as planetary stewards, take an active role in saving species from extinction?

Lesson 1: 

Sixth Mass Extinction?
How have humans impacted Earth for 

better and for worse?

Activity 1:
Mass Extinctions Over Time

(50 mins)

Activity 2:
The Impacts of the Anthropocene

(50 mins)

Activity 3:
Endangered Species and Their Biomes

(75 mins) 

Lesson 2: 

Drivers of Extinction
Why is it important to prevent 

species’ extinction?

Activity 1:
Causes and Effects of Extinction

(75 mins)

Activity 2:
Understanding Keystone Species

(75 mins)

Activity 3:
Promoting Actions to Prevent Extinction

(75 mins)
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Project-Based Learning Unit Product
(PBL—a complex performance of tasks that illustrates a student’s ability to apply skills, concepts, and knowledge learned in the unit.)

Students, in collaborative teams, take on the role of planetary stewards and conservation artists by developing a trifold pamphlet that includes information about an 
endangered species and its biome, along with action steps that can be taken to spread the message and support the survival of the species and the future of Earth. 

Lesson 3: 

Slowing Extinction
How can we inspire others to 
protect natural habitats and 

save endangered species from 
extinction?

Activity 1:
Inspiring Conservation Through Art

 (50 mins)

Activity 2:
Spreading the Message of Conservation

(100 mins)


